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COVID-19 has presented many challenges to our community and hence the school. We have witnessed 
creative ways for people to interact via social media platforms, teachers learning new skills in order to be 
able to deliver ‘learning from home’ and many acts of random kindness. The importance of looking out for 
and caring for each other is an important lesson that has come out of the situation over the last 3-4 months. 
Since we have been back only face-to-face teaching since 18 May, a number of aspects of our school have 
not been able to operate until the health advice changed. The latest advice, effective from 29 June is as 
follows: 

 parents, volunteers, department and other service providers will be able to come onto school 
grounds 

 school assemblies can occur – we are looking at year level assemblies in the first instance 
 intrastate camps and excursions can occur 
 all school sporting competitions including interschool competitions  
 interschool performing arts activities including bands and choirs 
 school formals 

Adults are still expected to exercise physical distancing of 1.5 metres and we need to ensure there is 4m2 
for each adult if we have meetings. This means that the forthcoming year 12 parent/teacher interviews and 
our course selection and counselling processes have changed to comply with this requirement and in the 
interests of everyone’s health and safety. 

The community library is open and public access is restricted. Our students however, continue to have access 
and are able to access resources during school hours only. Further details are provided in the newsletter. 

As individuals we have a heightened awareness of keeping safe. One of the aspects of this is respecting 
others rights to ensure social distancing occurs, wiping down equipment for surety to reduce the risk of 
potential infection and expecting others not to touch our property. I have been pleased that, on the whole, 
our students have followed this request and been respectful of other people’s needs. 
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It is expected that all students are back at school who are not considered vulnerable to COVID-19. 

Students are required to attend school unless they are: 

 feeling unwell 
 have a chronic medical condition or compromised immune system and are not able to attend school 

on advice from their medical practitioner 
 live in a household with others that are deemed vulnerable to COVID-19 and are not able to attend 

school on the advice of their medical practitioner 
 have been diagnosed with COVID-19 or have been required to self-isolate by SA Health. 

Further information about coronavirus health information can be sought by phoning 1800 020 080. 

SEMESTER 2 –  
OPPORTUNITY TO FOCUS 
As we near the end of the school term, semester 2 
commenced on 22 June. This saw us revert to the 
original timetable and subject changes for our 
year 9 to 11 students. Semester 1 reports for year 
8 to 11 and term 2 reports for year 12 students will 
be distributed on the last day of the term. 
Semester 2 is an opportunity for students to 
reaffirm their commitment to their learning. This 
involves: 

 a commitment to complete all tasks by the 
submission dates 

 being organised and not leaving tasks until 
the last minute 

 working with their peers and teachers 
contributing to a learning environment 
where all students can learn and thrive. 
This includes respecting the rights of 
teachers to teach and learners to learn. 

All teachers want our students to be successful 
growing as individuals and making progress in 
their learning. During the term 2 school holidays a 
number of year 12 teachers will be running 
sessions for their students. These are designed to 
consolidate and prepare students for the last 15 
weeks of their courses and ensure they are 
prepared for the range of assessment tasks as 
students’ progress towards the end of their 13 
years of schooling. 

 

 

Our third student free day is on 20 July, coinciding 
with the first day of term 3. Our staff will be 
involved in professional learning and dialogue 
about the department’s One Plan. This will see 
staff developing explicit goals in literacy, 
numeracy and personal/social skills. 

CAPITAL WORKS UPDATE 
Our Capital Works Project is about to commence 
with the successful contractor Schiavello. 

On 19 June, a start-up building meeting occurred. 
Shortly, fences will be erected around the first 
stage of the redevelopment starting on 7 July. On 
Monday 6 July the school will be closed due to 
some preliminary work involving asbestos 
removal. This will mean that no staff, students or 
members of the community can be on school 
grounds. If you need to contact the school, a 
message can be left on the answering machine 
and when staff return on 7 July, they will follow up 
the messages. 

I wish all our students and families a safe term 2 
school holiday and look forward to the reduced 
restrictions that will enable us to reintroduce 
some of the important curriculum and co-
curriculum related activities including camp, 
excursions, sport and debating. 
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CALENDAR DATES 
 

TERM 2 2020 
Monday 22/06/2020 Semester 2 commences 

Friday 03/07/2020 Term 2 concludes:  2.15pm dismissal 

TERM 3 2020  -  **SCHOOL RESUMES TUESDAY 21 JULY** 

MONDAY 20/07/2020 STUDENT FREE DAY 

Wednesday 22/07/2020 Year 10 Immunisations 

Tuesday 28/07/2020 SACE Stage 2 Subject Parent/Teacher Interviews (via Webex online) 

Tuesday 04/08/2020 5.30pm Finance Meeting 

Thursday 06/08/2020 Career Expo, STEM Centre 

Tuesday 11/08/2020 7.00pm Governing Council, STEM 2 

Thursday 13/08/2020 Casual Day 

Friday 14/08/2020 9.00am Principal Tour 

Wednesday 19/08/2020 Year 10 2021 Course Confirmation, Library 

Thursday 20/08/2020 Year 11, 3rd & 4th year IGNITE 2021 Course Confirmation, Library 

Tuesday 25/08/2020 7.00pm SACE Stage 2 Dance Performance, Marion Cultural Centre  

Tuesday 01/09/2020 5.30pm Finance Meeting 

Wednesday 02/09/2020 7.00pm SACE Drama Production, PAC  

Thursday 03/09/2020 7.00pm SACE Drama Production, PAC  

FRIDAY 04/09/2020 STUDENT FREE DAY 

MONDAY 07/09/2020 SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 

Tuesday 08/09/2020 7.00pm Governing Council, STEM 2 

Wednesday 09/09/2020 9.00am Principal Tour 

Wednesday 16/09/2020 Music Showcase (all year levels), PAC  

Tuesday 22/09/2020 3.00pm-7.00pm Year 8-11 - Parent Teacher Interviews 

Wednesday 23/09/2020 Year 10 Immunisations 

Friday 25/09/2020 Term 3 concludes:  2.15pm dismissal 

Congratulations to Haripriya (year 12) on her achievements at the UN Youth SA 
State Conference in March. Haripriya received a State Conference 2020 Certificate 
of Excellence. She would have been considered to represent the state at the 
National Conference in Sydney however due to COVID-19 this event wasn’t able 
to go ahead. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 
Fran Charlton, Assistant Principal Senior School Innovation & 8-12 Career Ed 

Year 11, 12, 3rd and 4th Year IGNITE students have just completed mid-year examinations. These exams 
provide students with the opportunity to experience exam conditions, test their knowledge and allow staff 
to determine predicted exam grades. 

Year 10 students have completed their Personal Learning Plan (PLP) Round Table Presentations 
demonstrating their learning throughout the semester which incorporated students creating a learning + 
personal goal, choosing a capability to develop and work experience and career development activities. 
Students produced some fantastic presentations. Well done to the PLP staff for supporting students with 
these presentations and to the students who presented. 

Year 11 and 3rd Year IGNITE students have also been working on completion of semester 1 work in 
preparation for a new semester of subjects, starting on Monday 22 June. A reminder to parents/caregivers 
and students that compulsory subjects of literacy, numeracy and PLP must be completed with a C Grade or 
better in order to remain on a successful SACE Pathway. 

Staff at Aberfoyle Park High School have been mindful of the impact COVID-19 has had on stage 2 students 
this year and remind parents/caregiver and students to access wellbeing support if needed or to 
communicate early with subject teachers and the Senior School Team to ensure we are able to provide early 
intervention support. Please also remember that Aberfoyle Park High School has access to School TV which 
is constantly updated to include information and ideas on wellbeing support for students and parents. 
School TV can be found on our school’s internet page and by clicking here. 

Due to COVID-19 the universities in South Australia have been updating their entry pathways for current 
year 12 students for entry into some courses in 2021. Sarah Johnson has been sending emails out to families 
to inform them of the various updates, however I would advise interested parents/caregivers and students 
to regularly look at the University websites (links listed below) for the most up to date information. 

 Flinders University: www.flinders.edu.au 
 The University of Adelaide:  www.adelaide.edu.au 
 University of South Australia:  www.unisa.edu.au 

YEAR 12 WELLBEING FOR LEARNING 
Ms Wiedermann, the school captains and the Student Voice Team put on a Biggest Morning Tea for our 
Year 12 students which was a great way to support a fantastic cause. See article within this newsletter.  
Year 12 Wellbeing for Learning lessons in term 3 will heavily focus on post school pathways including 
University and TAFE entry requirements, application process and plan B. Students need to ensure they are 
attending these compulsory lessons. 

STAGE 2 PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Stage 2 Parent / Teacher Interviews will be held Tuesday 28 July via WebEx. Information on how to book 
through the School Online Booking System (SOBS) will be sent home with term 2 reports. 

Please contact a member of the Senior School Team should you have any specific enquiries: 

Fran Charlton, Assistant Principal Senior School Innovation Year 8-12 
Career Development 

fran.charlton@aphs.sa.edu.au 

Julie Mohtasham, Senior Leader, Senior School Innovation Year 11 Leader julie.mohtasham@aphs.sa.edu.au 

Brian Stratfold, SACE Leader + Year 11 Leader brian.stratfold@aphs.sa.edu.au 

Oksana Kaczmarsky, Year 12 Leader oksana.kaczmarsky@aphs.sa.edu.au 

Kass Holmes- VET Leader kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au 

Samantha Eliades, Year 10 and PLP Leader samantha.eliades@aphs.sa.edu.au 

https://aphs.sa.schooltv.me/
https://www.flinders.edu.au/
http://www.adelaide.edu.au/
http://www.unisa.edu.au/
mailto:fran.charlton@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:julie.mohtasham@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:brian.stratfold@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:oksana.kaczmarsky@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:kass.holmes@aphs.sa.edu.au
mailto:samantha.eliades@aphs.sa.edu.au
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HOST A JAPANESE STUDENT IN 2021 
Sarah Johnson, Senior School Reception and International Secretary 

Do you have a spare room? Would you like to share South 
Australian life with a Japanese student? We are continually 
recruiting new host families to participate in the 
International Study Tour program by hosting Japanese high 
school students. Study Tours are usually for 2 weeks during 
July/August each year. During this time they will 
experience Australian school and family life and participate 
in excursions and school activities. As some students would 
have not visited Australia before it gives them a chance to 
learn a different culture, practice their English skills and 
live the Australian life for the duration of their visit. Due to 
the current travel restrictions we are hoping that the next 
Study Tour will be in 2021. 

For the duration of their visit the students stay with accredited host families which are organised through 
the school. The students are usually between 15 and 17 years of age. 

Here is a testimonial from a Homestay family: 

‘We have been hosting international students for the past 
3 years and it has been an amazing experience for everyone 
in the family. We found that hosting has brought us 
together as a family and we feel our family has grown 
substantially with members all over the world. For anyone 
thinking of hosting we say “Give it a go”, you will not regret 
it. It is such a wonderful experience and it will enrich your 
lives’. 
The Siemensma family. 

Host families receive a reimbursement of approximately 
$250 a week to cover out of pocket expenses such as 
groceries, entrance fees to tourist attractions and other 
expenses incurred whilst hosting a student. 

If you would like more information on how to become an 
accredited host family for future Study Tours, please contact 
Sarah Johnson, International Secretary on 8270 4455 (select 
option 3) or email sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au for an 
information pack. 

  

INTERNATIONAL FAREWELL 
Sarah Johnson, Senior School Reception and International Secretary 

We would like to say farewell to three International students. Two have been on a Study Abroad Program 
for a full year and will return to Germany at the end of the term. Another student, who is a French exchange 
student, has been here since March will be flying home at the end of June. 

We wish all three students a safe journey home and all the best with their future studies and pathways. 

mailto:sarah.johnson@aphs.sa.edu.au
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INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM AT APHS 
Sarah Johnson, Senior School Reception and International Secretary 

The International Program at Aberfoyle Park High School would not be the same without the support of our 
International Ambassadors. We are very grateful for our current ambassadors and our two year 12 
International Ambassador leaders. 

Students from all year levels volunteer their time to be part of the International Program. This involves 
‘buddying up’ with new international students when they arrive, helping them find their way around school 
and generally make the international students feel welcome. We are looking for new International 
Ambassador particularly in the middle school year levels. 

If you would like to apply to be an International Ambassador please contact kate.lonergan@aphs.sa.edu.au 
the International Student Program Manager. 

 

CANCER COUNCIL & LEUKAEMIA FOUNDATION FUNDRAISER 
Hayley Wiedermann, Student Wellbeing Leader 

 

 

  
During recess on Thursday 28 May the school 
captains along with Student Voice hosted the Cancer 
Council’s Biggest Morning Tea. It was amazing to see 
how this event has grown in just the past 12 months. 
Over $150.00 was raised for the Council. 

Thursday 4 June was term 2’s casual day with the 
theme for the day being Superhero’s! The school 
community raised a whopping $760.00 which will go 
to the Leukaemia Foundation, World’s Greatest 
Shave initiative. 

Thank you to all staff and students who helped on 
the day. 

 

mailto:kate.lonergan@aphs.sa.edu.au
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STEM INDUSTRY PROJECT:  COLD LOGIC 
Jarrod Chave, Assistant Principal STEM and Innovative Futures 

Year 8 classes are currently completing a Problem-Based 
Learning unit in collaboration with our industry partners 
Cold Logic. Dr Michael Riese, Mechanical Engineer and 
consultant at Cold Logic has provided our students with 
this real life industry challenge, to design and develop a 
portable evaporative air conditioner prototype. The 
design needed to meet the following specifications:  

 safe and portable 

 provides personal climate control 

 able to decrease the air temperature 

 does not allow water droplets to be sprayed on the 
user 

 energy efficiency (most output for minimum input) 

 cost effective (you have a budget of $1000) 

Students, in groups, have carried out research and 
planning to generate ideas and used design thinking to 
refine their prototype. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Issue 4, June 2020                                             Aberfoyle Park High School           Page 8 

 

THE HUB LIBRARY NEWS 
Julie Morgon, Library 

The changes to conditions with COVID-19 means the Hub Library is now open each day for normal opening 
hours (with the exception of Thursday evenings) with the following restrictions: 

• a maximum of 20 public customers at any one time (this excludes staff) 

• observe, and encourage physical distancing of 1.5m 

• 30-minute visit time per person  

• limited public access PC’s  

• limited public access to Wi-Fi (using personal devices). 

The restrictions do not apply to students attending the school. However, during school hours those students 
using the library are being asked to be respectful of the restrictions for the community members should they 
encounter them in the library. 

After school, students will still be required to exit the school grounds via the school, and if they wish to come 
into the library they must re-enter via the public library entrance as one of the 20 who can be in the library. 

Please also note that students who want to wait for their parents in the library can only be provided access 
if the maximum limit (20 customers allowed at one time) allows. Students would also only be bound by the 
30 minutes time limit. 

The library has curated a special website Your Library At Home dedicated to FREE online resources you can 
access while our libraries are closed.  Click here for more details. 

 
STAGE 1 DRAMA – A STREETCAR NAME DESIRE 
Daniel Lynch, Drama Teacher 

Australian director Benedict Andrews’ production of 
Tennessee Williams A Streetcar Named Desire was recently 
streamed on YouTube. Aberfoyle Park High School Stage 1 students 
Norah and Dane were interviewed on ABC Radio’s The Stage Show 
segment ‘High School Playlist’ where they discussed their studies of 
the production. If you’d like to listen to the recording, click here and 
the students can be heard from approximately 20.35. 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.onkaparingacity.com/Around-me/Libraries/Library-news/YOUR-LIBRARY-AT-HOME?transfer=3341077f-bc1c-43e2-ae76-c403acde763b
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/the-stage-show/a-streetcar-named-desire-benedict-andrews-young-vic/12273404
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APHS DANCE TROUPE 
Hayley Simmons, Dance Teacher 

Dance at Aberfoyle Park High School is offered in a 
number of ways:  

 through the curriculum - years 8 to 10 and SACE 

 lunch time dance groups – such as year 8 dance 
club, beginner lessons 

 dance troupe – an audition-based group that 
performs in competitions. 

Our dance troupes had to ‘press pause’ during COVID-
19 and our semester 1 showcase at Hopgood Theatre 
was cancelled.  The students are now back rehearsing, 
competing live or via video depending of COVID-19 
restrictions.   

To provide curriculum dance and year 8 dance club students with an opportunity to perform, they will have 
the honour of joining the SACE dancers for their moderation performance. This performance has been 
dubbed ‘Revival’ and will be held at the Marion Cultural Centre.  We are hoping to perform to a live 
audience by then - watch this space! 

 

 

 



 

Issue 4, June 2020                                             Aberfoyle Park High School           Page 10 

 

REGISTER NOW FOR THE ICAS ENGLISH ASSESSMENT 
Rebecca Smitran, Senior Leader English and IGNITE 

We are delighted to inform you that Aberfoyle Park High School will be participating in the world-renowned 
English ICAS Assessment this year.  

The ICAS English competition questions require students to locate, identify, sequence, explain, interpret, 
analyse and infer information in and about texts. 

All students receive a certificate and an individual student report indicating which questions they answered 
correctly along with their overall level of achievement. These competitions are excellent preparation for 
tests and examinations requiring students to work independently and concentrate for a sustained period of 
time. The student report is useful for highlighting your child’s strengths and areas in need of development. 
The certificate and individual student report are suitable for your child to include in a portfolio. 

The ICAS English Assessment will take place on Monday 24 August and is now online, a move that reflects a 
sector-wide transition to online assessments. This allows greater accessibility for students and faster 
delivery of results.  

The cost of the test is $15.95 including GST. 

If you would like your child to participate, please visit the new online Parent Payment System to make a 
direct payment to UNSW Global. The Parent Payment System is a simple and secure online payment service 
specifically for parents to purchase ICAS Assessments. 

The web link is: https://shop.unswglobal.com.au/pages/pps 

Our school’s unique access code is:  UHC416 

Online parent payment closes Sunday, 26 July 2020.  

If you would like further information, please contact Rebecca Smitran or visit unsw.global/ICAS. 

  

Help give dog owners a good name by picking up after 
your dog. 

As our school ovals are not fenced, many community 
members use the oval to exercise their dogs out of 
school hours. Unfortunately staff are often having to 
relocate dog faeces from our school ovals when 
preparing for an outdoor class or when on yard duty. 

It is a dog owner’s responsibility to pick up after their 
pet. If you use the oval please pick up any droppings 
straight away and dispose of it properly. 

For convenience, tie a plastic bag to the leash when 
out walking your pet or you could perhaps even 
purchase a small inexpensive bag dispenser that can 
hold many bags at a time and attaches to the lead. 

HELP KEEP OUR SCHOOL OVALS CLEAN 

https://shop.unswglobal.com.au/pages/pps
https://www.unswglobal.unsw.edu.au/educational-assessments/products/icas-assessments/?utm_medium=print&utm_source=print&utm_campaign=icas&utm_content=brochure
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STAGE 1 HEALTH 
PROMOTING AND IMPROVING SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL HEALTH AT APHS 
Hayley Wiedermann, Stage 1 and 2 Health Teacher 

During lunchtime Friday 29 May a group of Stage 1 Health students 
hosted their fundraiser The Longest Kick Competition as part of 
their Group Activity Assessment ‘Promote and Improve Social and 
Physical Health at Aberfoyle Park High School’. The objective was 
to see who could kick the furthest using either a soccer or football 
kick. Altogether 35 students and one staff member participated in 
this initiative.  In just 40 minutes the students raised $60.00 which 
is very impressive. 

In week 6, a different group of Stage 1 Health students organised a 
fundraising BBQ, again as part of the same Group Activity 
Assessment. The BBQ raised over $340.00. 

Proceeds from both events will go towards the purchasing of 
equipment for the Health and Physical Education curriculum team. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL WELLBEING PROGRAM 
Hayley Wiedermann, Student Wellbeing Leader 

What a big few weeks the Middle School Wellbeing Program has had Friday lunchtimes this term! Each week 
we have more and more girls joining the fun activities with 18 students attending one day which is awesome. 

The program is motivating students to come up with their own ideas and to run the sessions themselves, 
with staff guiding the girls when required. Some of the lunchtime activities in recent weeks have included 
the making of bath bombs with essential oils, homemade face masks using natural ingredients, creating 
healthy chocolate and making sherbet – who knew that could cause such fun chaos! 

Thank you to all staff that participated in these events. 

If you are interested in participating, please let Hayley Wiedermann know via email 
hayley.wiedermann@aphs.sa.edu.au  

REASONS WHY THE STUDENTS LIKE BEING 
 PART OF THE PROGRAM: 

“I like coming to the Middle School Girl’s program 
because I get fun and enjoyment out of it.” 

“I like meeting new people.” 

“It’s fun and I look forward to it every week.” 

“I want to spend quality time with friends.” 

“I come here most weeks to make new friends that 
are like me.” 

“I like to hide away some times and chill.” 

“I like doing things at lunch time, it reminds me of 
when we were in primary school.” 

mailto:hayley.wiedermann@aphs.sa.edu.au
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36A Taylors Road East 
Aberfoyle Park 

South Australia   5159 

 

Telephone:    +61 8 8270 4455 

Email:  info@aphsa.sa.edu.au 

Student Absentee Email: student.reception@aphs.sa.edu.au 

 

mailto:info@aphsa.sa.edu.au
mailto:student.reception@aphs.sa.edu.au

